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Twenty-five Year Summary of 
Bird Migration in Nebraska 
Part 8 - Gulls to Cuckoos 
Herring Gull 
Larus argentatus smithsonianus 
Brule (2) Jan. 26, 1947 Mar. 8, 1948 
Fairbury (8) Apr. 12, 1980 May 23, 1946 
Hastings (9) Feb. 12, 1928 May 15, 1931 
Lincoln (6) Feb. 25, 1927 Mar. 30, 1929 
North Platte (6) Mar. 18 1939 May 1, 1941 
North Platte-Stapleton (3) Feb. 26, 1986 Mar. 10, 1935 
Omaha (20) Feb. 14, 1927 Apr. 15, 1928 
California Gull 
Larus californicus 
Lincoln (1) Mar. 19, 1988 
Ring-billed Gull 
Larus delawarensis 
Bladen (1) Apr. 29, 1949 
Blue Springs (1) Mar. 30, 1949 
Brule (2) Jan. 17, 1949 June 14, 1948 
Fairbury (1) May 12, 1948 
Hastings (11) Mar. 14, 1936 May 22, 1932 
Lincoln (11) Mar. 17, 1937 May 24, 1931 
Omaha (9) Feb. 18, 1941 Apr. 15, 1928 
North Platte (7) Jan. 4, 1948 Apr. 22, 1939 
North Platte-Stapleton (8) Jan. 9, 1944 Mar. 25, 1936 
Stapleton (5) Mar. 14, 1946 Apr. 24, 1948 
Laughing Gull 
Larus atricilla 
Brule (1) Apr. 10, 1947 
Franklin's Gull 
Larus pipixcan 
Antelope County (1) Apr. 13, 1949 
Aurora (1) Apr. 19, 1949 
Bladen (4) Apr. 7, 1947 Apr. 25, 1946 
Blue Springs (1) May 7, 1949 
Brady (2) May 15, 1948 May 15, 1949 
Brule (2) Apr. 22, 1949 June 3, 1948 
Fairbury (22) Mar. 20, 1942 May 17, 1949 
Hastings (24) Mar. 26, 1946 May 7, 1940 
Lincoln (17) Mar. 25, 1938 May 12, 1928 
North Platte (7) Apr. 9, 1941 Apr. 23, 1938 
North Platte-Stapleton (3) Mar. 17, 1985 Apr. 20, 1936 
Omaha (13) Apr. 11, 1929 May 15, 1930 
Red Cloud (17) Apr. 9, 1935 May 7, 1941 
Stapleton (12) Mar. 24, 1948 May 17, 1941 











North Platte (7) 
Nebraska Bird Review 
Bonaparte's Gull 
Larus philadelphia 
Apr. 20, 1930 
May 10, 1925 
Apr. 22, 1928 
May 10, 1936 
Atlantic Kittiwake 
Rissa t. tridactyla 
Mar. 17, 1937 
Sabine Gull 
Xema s. sabini 
Apr. 15, 1928 
Forster's Tern 
Sterna forsteri 
North Platte-Stapleton (2) 
Omaha (6) 
Apr. 18, 1947 
Apr. 29, 1943 
Apr. 30, 1929 
Apr. 18, 1933 
Apr. 20, 1941 
Apr. 25, 1935 
Apr. 24, 1945 
May 2, 1937 
May 9, 1937 





North Platte (4) 
Common Tern 
Sterna h. hirundo 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) 
Omaha (7) 
May 12, 1945 
Apr. 25, 1935 
Apr. 23, 1949 
Apr. 2, 1947 
Apr. 27, 1935 
Apr. 19, 1949 





North Platte (5) 
Interior Least Tern 
Sterna albifrons athalassos 
June 12, 1948 
May 26, 1946 
Mar. 8, 1948 
May 4, 1926 
North Platte-Stapleton (2) 
Omaha (11) 
Apr. 18, 1947 
Apr. 30, 1935 




May 30, 1948 
Caspian Tern 
H ydroprogne caspia 
May 15, 1949 
May 17, 1930 
16 
May 27, 1937 
May 24, 1927 
May 25, 1927 
May 29, 1935 
May 6, 1948 
May 13, 1933 
May 26, 1935 
May 13, 1934 
May 29, 1939 
May 15, 1936 
May 26, 1928 
May 12, 1935 
June 10, 1934 
May 20, 1938 
May 26, 1933 
May 11, 1937 
June 6, 1926 
June 20, 1947 
May 30, 1930 
May 30, 1925 
May 26, 1949 
May 21, 1944 
June 9, 1928 
May 25, 1925 
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Black Tern 
Chlidonias nigra surinamensis 
Antelope County (1) May 13, 1949 
Bladen (2) May 21, 1949 May 24, 1948 
Blue Springs (1) May 20, 1949 
Brule (2) May 18, 1947 May 23, 1948 
Fairbury (17) Apr. 25, 1946 May 30, 1941 
Hastings (24) Apr. 30, 1929 May 29, 1934 
Lincoln (13) May 5, 1927 May 24, 1947 
North Platte (7) May 10, 1938 June 4, 1948 
North Platte-Stapleton (3) May 9, 1936 May 14, 1935 
Omaha (15) Mar. 13, 1948 June 5, 1942 
Red Cloud (15) Apr. 20, 1942 May 14, 1928 
Stapleton (11) Apr. 15, 1934 May 27, 1945 
Western Mourning Dove 
Zenaidura macroura marginella 
Antelope County (1) Apr. 3, 1949 
Aurora (1) Apr. 3, 1949 
Bladen (4) Feb. 20, 1948 Apr. 6, 1947 
Blue Springs (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Brady (2) Apr. 7, 1949 Apr. 12, 1948 
Brule (3) Apr. 4, 1947 Apr. 12, 1948 
Chadron (3) Apr. 13, 1948 May 23, 1947 
Crete (1) Apr. 24, 1949 
Fairbury (23) Jan. 1, 1928 Apr. 30, 1947 
Hastings (25) Jan. 1, 1931 Apr. 10, 1937 
Lincoln (21) Jan. 1, 1949 Apr. 7, 1930 
North Platte (7) Mar. 4, 1939 Apr. 17, 1948 
North Platte-Stapleton (3) Mar. 15, 1936 Apr. 3, 1944 
Omaha (21) Feb. 11, 1942 Apr. 18, 1935 
Red Cloud (17) Feb. 2, 1926 Apr. 12, 1937 
Stapleton (12) Jan. 5, 1946 Apr. 10, 1934 
Superior (7) Feb. 22, 1930 Mar. 24, 1932 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Coccyzus a. americanus 
Aurora (1) May 15, 1949 
Bladen (2) May 18, 1949 May 31, 1948 
Blue Springs (2) May 15, 1947 June 1, 1949 
Brady (2) June 12, 1948 June 13, 1949 
Brule (3) May 14, 1949 June 5, 1947 
Fairbury (20) Apr. 16, 1944 June 12, 1935 
Hastings (24) Apr. 14, 1940 May 30, 1930 
Lincoln (15) Apr. 30, 1944 May 31, 1931 
North Platte (7) Apr. 29, 1939 May 28, 1937 
North Platte-Stapleton (3) May 11, 1944 June 5, 1935 
Omaha (17) May 9, 1943 June 2, 1928 
Red Cloud (16) May 5, 1940 May 27, 1935 
Stapleton (12) May 10, 1941 June 4, 1947 
Superior (2) May 4, 1925 May 26, 1929 
Antelope County (1) 
Bladen (1) 






North Platte (4) 
North Platte-Stapleton 
Omaha (8) 
Red Cloud (6) 
Stapleton (4) 
Nebraslm Bird Review 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
Coccyzus erythrothalmus 
May 15, 1949 
.Tune 30, 19,1<9 
(1) 
June 1, 1949 
.Tune 11, 1949 
May 20, 1949 
May 10, 1938 
May 16, 1926 
"Ylay 19, 1938 
May 26, 1937 
Jun"e 18, 1944 
May 16, 1925 
May 1, 1932 
May 30, 1945 
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May 27, 1926 
May 24, 1938 
June 25, 1946 
All N. O. U. members are no doubt looking forward to the annual 
meeting, which has been set for Omaha, May 9 and 10, 1953. The Omaha 
folks, nnder the guidance of Vice-President L. O. Horsky, are busy with 
prdiminary arrangements. Further particulars were intended for this issue 
of the BIRD REVIEvV but will have to be forwarded to members later 
as a bulletin on the meeting itself. 
Many of you have made observations, or long-term studies, or 
studies of the ornithological literature, or have had stimulating experiences 
amongst the birds in one way or another, which would make excellent ma-
terial for reports or features at the meeting. Please forward your ideas for 
your own participation in the program to the N. O. U. president right away, 
or directly to the program committee as soon as you get the bulletin. 
Don't figure on "letting the other fellow" make the program; member 
participation in a variety of reports is much to be desired. We have many 
members who have never been on the program but who have had excellent 
material running through their notes for years. 1953 is the time for these 
folks to "make the program." 
\Ve hope everyone has an interesting springtime with the birds, 
and we want to see you all at Omaha. Levi L. Mohler, President 
Check-Lists Of Nebraska Birds Available 
Two valuable and useful check-lists of the birds of Nebraska are 
available to members of the N. O. U. and other bird students from the Cus-
todian, Miss Mary Lon Hanson, 101 Morrill Hall, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln 8, Nebraska. The first of these is the N. O. U. Daily Check-List, 
which is intended for use in the field, printed on durable stock and de-
signed to fold to fit neatly in the pocket and priced to fit the pocket book. 
These check-lists may be obtained in lots of 10 for $0.25, 100 for $1.80, or 
250 for $4.50. The second check-list is the Checlc-List of the Birds of N e-
braslw by F. W. Haecker, R. A. Moser and J. B. Swenk. This fully an-
notated check-list (40 pages) and guide to the distribution of birds in 
Nebraska is still available in limited quantity in the unindexed form at 
$0.50 each. 
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A BIRD TO BE LOOKED FOR.-Dr. John T. Zimmer has informed 
the editor that Nebraska bird students should be on the lookout for the 
Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis). Peters 1931 (Check-list of Birds of the 
World, Vol. 1, p. 108) gives the distribution as follows: "Iberian Pennin-
sula; western Asia from the Caspian Sea to Persia; southwest Abrabia, 
west, northeast and tropical Africa, Madagascar, the Comoro Islands, 
Aldabia, Mauntius and Seychells." Haverschmidt in 1946( Aulc, 64: 143, 
1947) reported the bird in Surinam, Dutch Guiana. The bird has now 
reached the United States and is reported to have bred in Florida last year. 
In addition, the bird has spread north along the Atlantic coast to Mas-
sachusetts where a specimen was collected this past summer. Dr. Zimmer 
feels that the Cattle Egret may work north along the Mississippi River and 
possibly up the Missouri River to Nebraska. 
Mackworth-Praed and Grant, 1952 (Birds of Eastern and Marth 
Eastern Africa, p. 46) give these distinguishing characters: "Wholly white 
with a comparatively short yellow bill. In breeding dress the crown and 
nape is deep biscuit coloured and plumes of this colour are assumed on the 
crop and back; feet and toes yellow. In non-breeding dress the plumes on 
the crop and back are missing, there is a faint tinge of biscuit colour on 
the crown and nape. The feet are more greenish yellow inclining to dusky 
on the toes." 
In Africa this bird is usually seen in flocks accompanying cattle 
for the insects the latter attract or disturb. 
Haverschmidt (Aulc 67: 380-381, 1950) summarizes the status of 
the bird in South America. It is thought that the birds found their own 
way to the coastal region of tropical South America and settled in an area 
which was favorable.-William F. Rapp, Jr., Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Concerning Observations Of Prairie ChiCkens 
And Sharp-Tailed Grouse 
In late March, all of April and May, and early June, Nebraskans 
have a chance to watch Sharp-tailed Grouse and Prairie Chickens on their 
dancing and booming grounds. With the publicity which has been given 
the Prairie Chicken this year in connection with National Wildlife Week, 
many people are trying to see these birds, including some people who have 
not previously had the fun of observing at the booming grounds. Interested 
individuals can be directed to locations in many counties where the booming 
can be watched. If such information is wanted write to Levi L. Mohler, 
1000 So. 35th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska. And if any members of the N.O.U. 
locate grounds which we have not previously mapped we would appreciate 
their forwarding the location so that the ground can be included in our 
permanent record. Speedometer readings, from some exact spot, or de-
scriptions using local landmarks are useful in recording such observations.-
Levi L. Mohler, President, N. O. U. 
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GENERAL NOTES 
NESTING OF THE WESTERN BLUE GROSBEAK IN CHERRY 
COUNTY.-During the month of July, 1949, a pair of Western Blue 
Grosbeaks (Guiraca caerulea interfusa) chose our lawn as nesting territory. 
During the following four summers we enjoyed many interesting observa-
tions of these birds as they nested and cared for their fledglings. 
Nests were built in lilac, honeysuckle, elder, maple, and cedar, all 
within an area ten rods square that included the lawn and garden. A row 
of cedar borders the northern limit and a hedge of honeysuckle, the western 
edge. Outside this area tree plantings extend east and west in an uneven 
belt, the whole being surrounded by open grassland. 
Wind and hail storms have destroyed first nests built in June, but 
nests built in July have been unharmed and unmolested. At least two nests 
were built each summer, and in 1950, three nests. However, only one brood 
was fledged up to the summer of 1952. Nests were placed about five feet 
from the ground and were constructed of coarse grass, weeds, and strips of 
.:loth and were lined with horse hair and the finer grasses. Scraps of paper 
were fastened to the outer wall in place of the leaves or corn husks often 
used in other localities. 
Four eggs were laid, but of the nests observed only in two were 
all eggs hatched. More often two eggs hatched and occasionally, three. 
\Vatching closely, we have observed the female Blue Grosbeak bring-
ing food to the young throughout the day with no assistance from the male 
Grosbeak, who apparently fulfills his duty as guard. 
On May 20, 1951, five male Blue Grosbeaks appeared to claim the 
lawn as their territory. Throughout the long rainy day they circled end-
lessly over the area, a stream of angry blue birds. These males dispersed 
themselves to the east and west, according to the nests found later in trees 
and shrubs, one nest being found in a growth of giant horsewecds three-
fourths of a mile to the west. 
Nesting results followed a somewhat different pattern for the sea-
son of 1952. For the first time since our observations began, two birds 
were hatched in the first nest built in June. Because of a storm, only one 
bird lived to leave the nest. Contrary to former observations, the male 
Grosbeak assumed the care of this lone fledgling and the female disappeared 
for a short time. Later the male and fledgling were often seen together at 
the water trough or perching in a small maple near the cedar hedge where 
the female brooded in the second nest. 
From this second nest on July 29, with the thermometer registering 
90°, three young Grosbeaks were coaxed by the mother bird as she held 
a small green worm in her beak. As observed of other broods these young, 
when a bit stronger, were urged across the garden into the safety of the 
plum brush, which served eaeh summer as a nursery. 
We banded two adult birds during the summer of 1952 and hope 
to determine later if the male Grosbeak returns to claim the same terri-
tory. As the same singing perch has been used when the nest has been 
located in the elders, we believe that the male does return.-Mrs. Donald 
Held, Elsmere, Nebraska. 
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UNUSUAL FEEDING HABIT OF THE MARSH HAWK IN WEST-
ERN NEBRASKA.-During August, 1952, the writer was making a 
study of mosquito sampling techniques in Western Nebraska. The areas 
studied were large irrigated pastures south-east of Minatare, Nebraska. 
I t is the custom of the farmers of this area to periodically flood their pas-
tures with sufficient water so as to leave pools standing for several days 
after irrigation is completed. The pastures are flooded at different times 
by different farmers, and pools are practically always present in one 
field or another during the summer. Large flocks of the Franklin's Gull. 
(Larus pipixcan) were often observed arouna these pools. 
On two occasions Marsh Hawks (Circus cyaneus hudsonius) were 
observed feeding on gulls. The first was noted when the writer drove 
along side a field containing several large pools, and observed a Marsh 
Hawk perched on the ground clutching some type of prey. When the 
hawk was approached it attempted to fly carrying in its talons a gull. 
The load was evidently too heavy as the hawk could not seem to rise into 
the air and after several attempts to take off, the gull was dropped. An 
examination of the gull was made. The body was still warm, flexible, and 
normal in appearance except for talon marks on the head and neck. This 
~ull was brought into the laboratory and identified as a Franklin's Gull. 
The following day a Marsh Hawk was observed perched on the 
~round near a different pool in the samc field. The hawk was watched 
through a pair of field glasses for several minutes and was observed to 
be feeding. When approached the bird flew, leaving the remains of its 
moal behind. An examination of the remains was made, and found to be 
the le~s, feathers, and part of the body of another Franklin's Gull.-
I,afe R. Edmunds, 1446 19th Avenue, Mitchell, Nebraska. 
SUlYIMER AND FALL, 1952, NOTES FROM BLADEN.-On July 13, 
1952, while walking along a local creek about 2.5 miles southwest of 
Holstein, I flushed a medium-sized heron. I was fortunate to get a very 
~ood view of the heron as it flew slowly, with measured wing beats, fol-
lowin~ a bend in the channel at that spot. This was my first positive 
identification of the Little Blue Heron (Florida c. caerulea). 
'While walking along our local Sand Creek on October 18, 1952, I 
noticed a somewhat different appearing sparrow perched close to the damp 
earth in the shade of the bank. I studied it for some time through binoc-
ulars until it flew from the bank and came down in the grass on the other 
side of the creek. I flushed the bird again, getting a view from above as 
it seemed to want to keep close to the ground. Noticing the sharp tail 
feathers. together with other general appearances, convinced me that it 
was a Henslow's Sparrow(Passerherbulus henslowii). 
Perhaps the most unusual of my 1952 bird observations was the 
sighting of a Winter Wren (Troglodytes troglod.lJtes) along Sand Creek 
on September 28, 1952. The different coloration (a dark chocolate or 
brownish) was at once noticeable. Fortunately, the wren uttered its char-
acteristic chatter a time or two, making identification even more certain.-
Harold Turner, Bladen, Nebraska. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER 
IN NEBRASKA.-If one checks the range of the Western Red-bellied 
Woodpecker (Centurus carolinus zebra) in the literature one finds only 
general statements. Burleigh and Lowery (Occasional Papers of the 
Museum of Zoology, Louisiana State University, 1944 No. 17, p. 297) 
give the distribution as follows: "The whole of the Missouri River Valley 
and the region covered by most of the tributaries of the Mississippi River." 
The fourth edition of the Checlc-list of North American Birds, 1932, p. 190 
makes the statement that the Red-bellied VVoodpecker occurs from south-
eastern South Dakota south and eastward, thus indicating that the bird 
is found in Nebraska only in the forested areas along the Missouri River. 
Bent 1939 (U.S.N.M. Bu!. 174, p: 244,) limits the range more as fol-
lows: "The range of the Red-bellied Woodpecker extends north to south-
eastern Nebraska (Lincoln and Nebraska City)." The Check-list of the 
Birds of Nebraska (1945, p. 20) gives the range as follows: "A fairly 
common permanent resident and breeder in eastern Nebraska, rare in 
west." 
Recent field work by the writer and other ornithologists in Ne-
braska seems to indicate that the range of the Western Red-bellied W ood-
peeker is either poorly known or is being extended west along the various 
river systems. 
Ecologically, the Red-bellied Woodpecker is a bird of the deciduous 
forest. In Nebraska the principal deciduous forest areas lie along the 
major river systems, i.e., the Missouri, Blue, Republican, and Platte. For 
the most part these are narrow strips, never more than several miles 
wide. It is these narrow strips of river bottom forest which provide an 
ecological niche for this bird in Nebraska. An example of this is the 
abundance of Red-bellied "~oodpeckers found along the Blue River near 
Crete, Saline County. 
As pointed out above, various workers give the impression that the 
ned-bellied Woodpecker is limited to the eastern part of the state. How-
ever, the bird is considered common and is known to nest at Crystal Lake 
Recreation Grounds, which is on the Little Blue River, about eight miles 
south of Hastings. Its occurrence there is an indication that the bird is 
working its way west along one of the tributaries of the Blue River. 
It is interesting to note that Ludlow (Nebr. Bird Rev., 3, 1935 :3) 
in his long years of bird study at Red Cloud in the Republican River 
basin never saw a Red-bellied Woodpecker. Likewise, Tout (Lincoln 
County Birds, 1947) has no record for the bird in Lincoln County despite 
the fact that there are many suitable deciduous areas along the Platte 
River in Lincoln County. 
Nebraska bird students should be on the lookout for this bird. 
especially along the Republican, Little Blue, and Platte Rivers. From all 
indications the Western Red-bellied Woodpecker is extending its range 
westward along these major river systems.-'V. F. Rapp, Jr., Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 
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NESTING NOTES FROM PERU.-A Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes b. be-
wickii) built its nest on a section of tar paper folded back just below the 
eaves of an old chicken house. The nest was made of surprisingly heavy 
sticks and contained four young ready to fly at the time we made this 
observation, June 1, 1952. The nest was at about chin level of a man who 
came by several times each day. 
An Eastern Bluebird (Sialia s. sialis) built its nest in a hollow fence 
post that was probably not more than six inches across. The entrance hole 
was in the top of the post. All of the center of the post was gone for a 
depth of about twelve inches. Two well-feathered young Bluebirds were 
in the nest. 
A Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina) nested in a small spruce 
tree. The nest was about three feet above the ground and there were three 
eggs in it.-Doris Gates and Leroy Gates, Peru, Nebraska. 
NOTES FROM THE VALENTINE WILDLIFE REFUGE.-While 
visiting and "birding" on the Valentine Wildlife Refuge on September 8 
and 9, 1952, David Cutler of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, compiled a list 
of some 94 species seen on the refuge. He was aided in his observations 
for a portion of the two days by the refuge manager, George 'Viseman. 
From the report sent to the editors by Mr. Cutler, the following list has 
been prepared: Horned Grebe (2), Eared Grebe (2), Western Grebe (11), 
Pied-billed Grebe, White Pelican, Double-crested Cormorant, Black-
crowned Night Heron (50), American Bittern (4), Mallard, Black Duck 
(one, rare on Refuge), Gadwall, Baldpate, American Pintail (8), Green-
winged Teal (22), Shoveler (2), Wood Duck (2, rare on Refuge), Ring-
necked Duck, Lesser Scaup Duck, Turkey Vulture, Sharp-shinned Hawk 
(2), Cooper's Hawk (2), Red-tailed Hawk (2), Swainson's Hawk, Marsh 
Hawk (30), Duck Hawk, Pigeon Hawk, Sparrow Hawk (22), Sharp-
tailed Grouse (20), Ring-necked Pheasant (2), Coot, Semipalmated Plover, 
Killdeer, Wilson's Snipe, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, Greater 
Yellow-legs, Lesser Yellow-legs, Pectoral Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, Avocet (15), 'Wilson's Phalarope (10), Northern 
Phalarope (2), Ring-billed Gull, Franklin's Gull, Forster's Tern, Black 
Tern, Mourning Dove, Nighthawk, Yellow-shafted Flicker, Red-shafted 
Flicker (6), Red-headed Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Wood-
pecker, Eastern Kingbird, 'Vestern Kingbird, Horned Lark (400), Tree 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, Magpie (11), Crow, Black-capped 
Chickadee, Prairie Marsh 'Yrcn, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Robin (6),. 
Eastern Bluebird (2 dead on road), Shrike, Starling, Yellow Warbler, 
Northern Yellow-throat, English Sparrow, Meadowlark, Yellow-headed 
Blackbird (250), Red-wing, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Brewer's 
Blackbird (3), Bronzed Gackle, Cowbird, Cardinal, Blue Grosbeak (2), 
Goldfinch, Artie Towhee (2), Savannah Sparrow (8), Grasshopper Spar-
row (6), Vesper Sparrow (20), Chipping Sparrow (2), Clay-colored 
Sparrow (several flocks), Field Sparrow (15), Song Sparrow (2), Chest-
nut-collared Longspur (4).-W. F. Rapp, Jr., and Henry E. Baumgarten, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 
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BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPERS AT LINCOLN. On September 8, 
1950, acting on a message left for the author by David Cutler of Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, the author and Dorothy J. Baumgarten visited t~e 
mud-flat that is about 5 miles north of US 6 on the county road that IS 
the extension of Lincoln's North 27th Street. Mr. Cutler had reported see-
ing a number of sandpipers that he had identified as Buff-breaste~ ?and-
pipers (Tryngites subruficollis ). We found the birds with no dIffIculty 
at all for they were present in relatively large number (about forty) and 
were quite tame, allowing us to approach within about 20 to 30 feet of 
them as they foraged around on the drier portions of the mud-flat. T.b:e-
birds were typical Buff-breasted Sandpipers. We returned at irregular 
intervals over a period of about two weeks, during which time we always 
found at least twenty of the sandpipers on the mud-flat. Late in September-
they disappeared. We have visited the same mud-flat in the fall of the 
year in 1951 and 1952 at reasonably regular times but have not seen any 
more of the Buff-breasted Sandpipers. As far as we are aware there have 
been no other reports of this bird from Lincoln in recent years.-Henry 
E. Baumgarten, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
FALL MIGRATION DATES FROM LINCOLN.-The following ob-
servations have been selected from the author's field notes as being of 
possible interest in fall migration studies. Many of these observations 
were made in the company of one or more of the following: David Cutler, 
Don Williams, W. F. Rapp, Jr., and Dorothy J. Baumgarten. White Peli-
can (2 on Salt Lake, Oct. 7, 1950; 1 on Salt Lake, Sept. 5, 1952) , 
Double-crested Cormorant (Oak Park Lake, Sept. 24, 1949), American 
Egret (2 at North 27th St. ponds, Sept. 5, 1952), Great Blue Heron 
(North 27th St. ponds, August 31, 1952), Swainson's Hawk (Salt Lake, 
Sept. 24, 1949; Havelock, Aug. 31, 1952), Semipalmated Plover (3 on 
North 27th St. ponds, Aug. 24-30, 1952), Golden Plover (8 on North 
27th St. mud flat, Sept. 9, 1950), Black-bellied Plover (11 on North 
27th St. mud flat, Oct. 1, 1950; 2 at same site, Sept. 5, 1952), Sanderling 
(5 at North 27th St. ponds, Sept. 16, 1951; 8 at Salt Lake, Sept. 1, 1952), 
Avocet (2 at North 70th St. ponds, Aug. 23-30, 1952; 3 at North 27th St. 
ponds, Sept. 5, 1952), Northern Phalarope (2 on Salt Lake, Oct. 5, 1950; 
2 at same site, Sept. 1, 1952), Virginia Rail (North 27th St.ponds, Sept. 
5, 1952), Prairie Marsh Wren (North 27th St. ponds, Sept. 16, 1951), 
Leconte's Sparrow (6 at North 27th St. ponds, Aug. 25, 1952).-Henry 
E. Baumgarten, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
MARSH HAWKS TRANSFER PREY.-On May 29, 1952, while driving 
along a dirt road 8 miles northeast of Hastings and making a dove count, 
we observed a female Marsh Hawk (Circus cyaneus hudson ius) flying 
about 150 yards south of our car. Soon we saw a male Marsh Hawk fly-
ing toward the female, coming toward her diagonally. The male had a 
mouse in his claws; and, as he approached the female, he dropped the 
mouse. The mouse fell about a foot and was immediately picked up in mid-
air by the female. The transfer was rapid and smooth and was the first 
such transfer we had seen. [For another recent example of a transfer of 
this type and for references to further examples, see: H. F. Chapman" 
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South Dakota Bird Notes, 3, 1951 :cj.3.-HEB]-W. E. Eigsti and Calvin 
Klein, Hastings, Nebraska. 
HENSLOW'S SPARROW AT LINCOLN.-On July 8, 1951, the Audubon 
Naturalists' Club of Lincoln held a field day on the "Nine Mile Prairie" 
to the west and north of Lincoln. Although the principal purpose of the 
field trip' was an examination of the flora of that half section of original 
prairie, a study was made of the bird life present. The most notable record 
I()f the trip was probably that of the Henslow's Sparrow (Passerherbulus 
,henslowii. Subsp.), which is described in the "Check-List of the Birds of 
'Nebraska" (Haecker, Moser, and Swenk, Nebr. Bird Rev., 13, 1945: 38) 
as: "Rare, there are many spring records over the state and Nebraska is 
within its breeding range." The bird was quite cooperative, flying about 
and perching on the tops of the various prairie grasses and uttering its 
characteristic and feeble "hiccough." Identification of the bird was based 
on the short tail, the big-billed flat head with its olive coloration, the pro-
nounced breast markings, and the reddish wings. Comparison with Grass-
hopper Sparrows (A mmodramus savanna rum ) from the same area made 
identification even more absolute. Although no nest was found, the presence 
of the Henslow's Sparrow at this late date was considered presumptive evi-
dence of summer residence in this area if not evidence of actual nesting. 
It is interesting to note that Whelan (Nebr. Bird Rev., 8, 1940:50), in his 
paper on the birds of Nine Mile Prairie, makes no mention of the Hen-
slow's Sparrow either as a migrant or as a resident.-Henry E. Baum-
garten, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
AMERICAN EGRETS IN NEBRASKA.-The number of American 
Egrets (Casmerodius albus egretta) seen in the spring in Nebraska and 
in particular along the Missouri River has increased markedly in recent 
years, culminating in the reported nesting of this species in Iowa in 1951 
(J. S. Findley, South Dakota Bird News, 3, 1951 :41). The many re-
ported spring observations prompts the authors to record other spring rc-
cords for Nebraska. One of us (HEB) saw an American Egret on May 
20, 1951, in the marshy area to the north of the North 27th Street ponds 
(about 5 miles north of Lincoln). The same observer saw two more of this 
species on June 16, 1951, about ten miles west of Hastings on U. S. high-
way 6 in a marshy area about 200 yards south of the highway. 
During the spring of 1952 the authors had the occasion to visit 
Rulo (at the southeastern tip of the state) and to talk with a commercial 
fisherman working in that area. We were told that this fisherman and 
others had seen the first "white cranes" in the spring three years before 
(1948) and that the "cranes" had been increasing in numbers since that 
time. 
Two American Egrets were seen at the Stanley Bartos farm (about 
three miles south of Wilber) in the spring of 1952. They remained at a 
pond near the farm for about two weeks until one of them was apparent-
ly shot and the remaining egret moved on. Two American Egrets were 
seen in Lincoln in the spring of 1952 at Salt Lake by members of the 
State Game, Forestation and Parks Commission (April 16th) and by mem-
bers of the Zoology Department of the University of Nebraska (date noll 
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recorded).-Henry E. Baumgarten and W. F. Rapp, Jr., Lincoln, Nebras-
ka. 
WINTER WREN AT LINCOLN.-On December 21, 1952, four mem-
bers (Adrian C. Fox, Mary Lou Hanson, :Mrs. G. A. Spidel, and Don 
Williams) of a group conducting the 1952 Christmas Bird Census in the 
Stevens Creek area near Lincoln observed a \Vinter \Vren (Troglodytes 
troglodytes) a short distance north of the Adams Street road bridge. On 
January 25, 1953, the authors visited the same area and were fortunate 
to find the wren at the location reported by the original observers. The 
wren was apparently spending the winter in the roots of an uprooted 
tree and at the time of the second observation was in the company of several 
Slate-colored Juncos (Junco h. hyemalis) and three Song Sparrows 
(M elospiza melodia). The identifying characteristics of the Winter Wren 
were its very abbreviated tail, its dark brown coloration, and its heavily 
barred, brown belly. Although the authors observed the bird for some time 
from the opposite bank of the creek (the bird did not appear to be parti-
cularly shy), the wren did not sing.-\V. F. Rapp, Jr., and Henry E. 
Baumgarten, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
REPORT FROM THE NORTH PLATTE BIRD CLUB.-Mr. and Mrs. 
Glen Viehmeyer and Mrs. R. A. Rhodes of the North Platte Experimental 
Sub-station reported hearing and seeing a Red-bellied Woodpecker on 
several occasions for a month ending about the last of November, 1952. Mr. 
Walter Bennett heard it again during Christmas vacation. The same 
observers reported a lone Brown Thrasher remaining at the station, but 
it died apparently from starvation, in December, 1952. 
Sandhill Cranes were heard flying over the city of North Platte 
during the night of February 2, 1953; an earlier date than previous re-
cords. 
A flock of approximately 100 Mountain Bluebirds was seen February 
1, 1953, on the island south of Maxwell.-Doris Gates, North Platte, Ne-
braska. 
NESTING OF CRESTED FLYCATCHER IN ANTELOPE COUNTY. 
-A Crested Flycatcher's (Myiarchus crinitus) nest was found on June 8, 
1952, by Lloyd Seabury in a tree near the banks of the Verdigris Creek 
in Antelope County, Mr. Seabury climbed the tree to verify the state-
ment that this bird always uses a snake skin to line its nest. The snake 
skin was there. The eggs in the nest prevented a thorough examination 
of the nest at that time. At a later date, after the nest had been deserted, 
Mr, Seabury made a more complete examination and found that the skin 
was used in short lengths as a liner and was also woven into the fabric 
of the nest.-Mrs. George Seabury, Plainview, Nebraska. 
NOTES FROM CHERRY COUNTY.-Three new species noted at our 
station in Elsmere were: (1) an immature Cedar Waxing (Bombycilla 
ced'li>rum) seen on October 18, 1952, perching in a popular tree at the 
edge of the cedar planting, (2) a male Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Hedymeles 
ludovicianus) seen on our lawn on May 25, 1952, and (3) a Black-throated 
Blue Warbler (Dendroica caerulescens) seen on August 26, 1952. Two 
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other rather unusual records included a flock of fourteen Starlings (Sturnus 
v. vulgarus) feeding for a period of about two weeks during the fall of 
1952 on the plentiful crop of red cedar berries and a group of three 
Horned Owls (Bubo virginianus), one very large and two somewhat 
smaller, seen on October 26, 1952.-Mrs. Donald Held, Elsmere, Nebraska. 
Book Reviews 
THE BEST LOVED TREES OF AMERICA.-Robert S. Lemmon. 
Doubleday & Company, Inc., Garden City, New York, 1952: 247 pp., 298 
photographs. $3.50. 
According to the author you (the reader) should think of this book 
" ... as a book of tree appreciation, written in the hope that here and 
there, as you turn its pages, you will come upon a thought or phrase or pic-
ture that will stir a responsive chord quite deep within you." Those readers 
in desperate need of having their chords stirred may well want to buy this 
book; those who want a good, solid treatise on trees without frills and 
fables will be wise to shop around a bit before they buy. There are an in-
creasing number of books appearing aimed at the back-yard nature lover 
and the neophyte naturalist, and, unfortunately, the aim is not always high. 
The present author has written two books of this type on birds (Nebr. 
Bird Rev., October 1952) which this reviewer has rated above average for 
such books, based largely on the excellence of drawings by Don Eckel-
berry. The present book has no such crutch to lean upon. Here we have 
thumbnail sketches of fifty-nine "best-loved" (by whom?) trees of America 
which appear to have been chosen on the basis of factors having little to 
do with relative distribution in nature, economic importance, or even 
ecological importance. Indeed the list seems to include largely the majes-
tic, the exotic, and the quixotic. Many readers will be distressed to find 
that the trees they have planted, pruned, and nurtured are among the 
least loved trees of America if they accept the author's classification. 
Author Lemmon has a very readable style and the little he has to 
tell he tells very well. Some sections of this book are extremely well done 
and most are above average. The photographs of the trees, flowers, leaves, 
seeds, cones, etc. are excellent.-HEB 
CRIP, COME HOME.-By Ruth Thomas. Harper and Brothers. 49 East 
38rd Street, New York 16, New York, 1950: 175 pp. $2.50. 
This is the story of Crip, a brown thrasher with a broken wing, 
beautifully told by Ruth Thomas in whose Arkansas garden he made his 
home for ten years. It is an intimate record of his encounters with enemies, 
rivals, and trespassers, his comings and goings, and his courtships and 
domestic troubles. An excellent gift for the amateur bird watcher. Since 
Mrs. Thomas' love of birds is tempered with an honest and analytical mind, 
her detailed record of Crip demonstrates how to enjoy birds and yet add 
to scientific knowledge. J .L.C.R. 
